
 
    

    
  

  

SAN FRANCISCO FIRE DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION – PERMIT CENTER 

FIRE ALARM UPDATES IN THE 2022 SF FIRE CODE FOR 
SLEEPING AREAS REQUIRMENTS 
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Meeting Agenda: 

• Update on 2022 San Francisco Fire Code Section 
1103.7.6.1 Based on City Ordinance 248-22 – Dated 
12/5/2022. Presented by Assistant Fire Marshal Kathy 
Harold. 9:00am - 9:10am 

• Update on 2022 SFFD AB # 3.08 Effective 1/1/2023. 
Presented by Senior Fire Protection Engineer Sagiv Weiss-
Ishai, P.E. 9:10am - 9:30am 

• Open Forum – Questions and Answers. 9:30am - 10:30am 
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2022 SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (SFBOS) 

ORDINANCE 248-22 – DATED 12/5/2022 
https://sfbos.org/sites/default/files/o0248-22.pdf 
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2022 SAN FRANCISCO FIRE CODE EFFECTIVE 1/1/2023 

SOURCE: ORDINANCE 248-22 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_fire/0-0-0-48381 
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SFFD 2022 ABs Published on SFFD Website 
AB # 3.08 – SLEEPING AREA FIRE ALARM REQUIREMENTS 

https://sf-fire.org/files/2022-11/3.08%20Sleeping%20Area%20Fire%20Alarm%20Requirements%202022.pdf 
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2022 AB # 3.08 – SLEEPING AREA FIRE ALARM REQUIREMENTS 

-Residential building with 3 or more units only. 

-All new and existing fire alarm systems. 

-Minimum 75 dBA at the pillow is required per NFPA 72 

-Not required for buildings with smoke alarms only. 
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2022 AB # 3.08 – OPTION 1 – FIRE ALAM SYSTEMS INSTALLED ON 
OR AFTER JANUARY 1ST, 2017 BASED ON NFPA 72 (2016 OR 2022 
EDITION). 

Audibility Test is NOT required 

Owners must provide the following: 

- Record for inspection that the system was inspected 

- Permit status “Completed” in DBI Permit Tracking System (PTS) 
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2022 AB # 3.08 – OPTION 2 – EXISTING COMPLIANT SYSTEM 

AudibilityTest is NOT required 

Owners must provide the following to FireSafety@sfgov.org 

- Approved stamped record FA plans showing horns in each bedroom 

- Record for inspection that the system was inspected 

- Permit status “Completed” in DBI Permit Tracking System (PTS) 

- Record of service/ maintenanceagreement with a Fire Alarm 
service company 

- Letter from the owner indicating that the FA system was not 
changed/altered after it was accepted 
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2022 AB # 3.08 – OPTION 3 – AUDIBILITY TEST 

If records for a code complaint system are not available – an 
audibility test may be acceptable to prove compliance 

- A C-10 contractor must perform the test and confirm 75dBA 
minimum at the pillow of each sleeping area 

- $1.00 Fire Only permit is required to document the test results 
with an associated fire inspection 

- The test must be done with a LISTED calibrated dBA meter 

- Audibility Test shall not be performed for SMOKE ALARMS 
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2022 AB # 3.08 – REQUIRED UPGRADE 

- Using existing Fire Alarm Control Unit (FACU) for the 
new Low-Frequency (LF) devices 

- Adding a new booster power supply for the new LF 
devices 

- Replace the existing FACU if current system is obsolete 
or does not have the upgrade capability. 

- Provide a NEW Wireless FA system per 2022 AB # 2.01 
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Questions and Answers 
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